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ordinary Satisfaction that you ſeem d, 
when I was laſt to wait upon your Ladi- 
- ſhip, to ſpeak of the pleaſant and conve- 
nient Scituation of your Houſe, as being near 
the Court, open to the Park, and but a little 
way from the New-Play houſe which is lately 
Built in your Neighbourhood. And it came into 


= Head, after I'was gone from you, that this 
luft, being the only new convenience of your 
Bog (for it was as near the Court and the 
Park before as now) was conſequently what 
did then moſt ſenſibly affect you. I forgot 
then to ask your Ladiſhip at whoſe Charge 
that To ping Playhouſe was Built ; but I can't ie 
but think that the Money contributed towards | 
it, would have been much better beſtow'd in 
Building of Churches; of which at your End 
of the Town, there is, I'm ſure, much greater 
Want than of Playhouſes; ; tho ] fear = 1 


T was methought with ſome more this 1 


1 

Fo e 4 
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may very well have _ 
we conſequently that it is much ſafer to be forborn, 


* Fhat were moſt free of their Money toward 


the one, word have been moſt backward i 


contributing towards the other. I can't but 


: ſuſpect, Madam, (tho I hope I am miſtaken 


in it) that your Ladiſhip has. lent- an helpir 
Hand to this Work; but I'm ſure your D Dif 
ourſe gave me Ground enough to believe, 
that you intend now it is finiſh'd, to par- 


take of the Benefit of it, and to ſee Plays 
more frequently than you could conveniently 


do, eſpecially in the Winter ſeaſon, while the 


Playhouſes were at a greater diſtance. | beg 


; leave therefore, Madam, with all ſubmiſſion, 


4 


to lay before your Ladiſhip my Thoughts 
concerning this matter; begging Pardon for 
my Boldneſs in offering to give my Advice 
vnask ao a favourable interprefation of FO 


And, Mat I may not lay 2 ſtumbling! Block at 
the Threſhold, I do not now affirm that it is ab- | 
ſolutely and 1 unlawful ever to go to 
fee a Play; but this, I hope, I: 1. ſay with leſs 


offence; that to frequent the Playhouſe in the 


condition tis now in, is not a matter of good Re. 


© Port; that it is a thing which a good Chriſtian 


ome Scruples about, and 


eſpecially when no good Reaſon can be given 


„ . going to {ce a Play, but any for Diverſion | 
© fake, and that end: may as well be ſery'd other 
His vags, by d. YA a Recreations as ars 
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more:., evidently innocent and /ameleſs, 
More #lameleſs: youll fay ; Why, what Harm 
1s there, or can there be, in ſeeing thoſe things , 
acted. upon the Stage, which, while we live 
in the World, and converſe. among Men, we 
can't but ſee ated every Day upon the great 
Stage or Theatre of the World 2 And there 
is certainly no more than this in ſeeing a Play 
for we ſee nothing at the Playhouſe, but what 
we ſee every Day in walking the Streets; A 
Play is but a Picture, which therefore we may ( 
certainly look upon as innocently as upon the 
thing which it is the Picture of; and while we 
diſapprove the} Action or thing Repreſented, 
we may be pleas d with the Art and Skill of 
the Painter. And indeed after all the noiſe 
and clamour that has been of late Years raisd 
againſt Plays, and all the Complaints that have 
been made of the Looſeneſs and Immorality 
of the Stage, the worſt Plays that have been 
acted (nay, the worſe the better in this reſpect} / 
are but true Pictures and lively Repreſentatt» | 
ons of the things that are ſeen every Day and | 
every where; and there's nothing worle ever _ 
tobe ſeen within the Playhouſe, than is to be 


- Give me leave, Madam, to anſwer; Theres 

a great deal of difference between doing a thing | 
b) Conſtraint, and doing it by Choice; While 
pe live in the World, and converſe 4inong |} 
Mien, it is neceſſary that we ſhould have in 
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Eyes and our Ears open, becauſe otherwiſe we 
ſlhnall not be able to do any Buſineſs; we ſhall 
be altogether unfit for Society; And while 

our Eyes and our Ears are open, it muſt needs 
be that in a Wicked World, we muſt ſee and 
hear a great deal of Wickedneſs: But if we 
could know beforehand what things would be 
at a/ time preſented to our Senſes, we might 
ſhut them up, and if we did really abominate 
all Wickedneſs as much as we ought to do, we 
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ſhould ſhut them up at thoſe rimes when we 


foreſaw any Evil or Wickedneſs would be pre- 
ſented to them. For we do ſo in other caſes; 
If we happen to have a Glimpſe of any very un- 

clean or loathſome Object, we inſtantly turn 
away our Eyes from it, and will ſee as little of 
is as we can; Or if any harſh and "oy un- 


grateful Noiſe reaches our Ears, we preſently 


ſtop them, and will endure to hear no more 


of it. And what ſight can be more filthy and 


loathſome than the ſight of Sin and Wicked-. 


neſs? What Noiſe can be more harſh and un- 
grateful to a Pious Ear, than Swearing, Blaſ- 
phemy, Prophaneneſs, and filthy Communicati- 


on? lt is our great unhappineſs therefore, that 
While we live in this World, we can't avoid 

\ ſometimes Seeing and Hearing theſe things: 

Baut it is our own Fault only if we chooſe to ſee 
and hear ſuch things when we may avoid it; 
to go out of our way on purpoſe to ſee and. 
x ſuch things, I can't but think an Argu- 


ment 
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ment that we have not ſo great 
of them as we ought to have. 


Our Caſe in this World is like that of Lot 


while he dwelt in Sodom; In fo wicked a Place 


as that was, he could not but ſee a great deal 
of wickedneſs ; but how was he affected by it?: 
Was he delighted with it? Did he take Plea- _ 
ſure therein? No; but that good Man was 
ve ed with the filthy Converſation of the Wicked, 
The Scripture fays; That Righteous Man 
dwelling among them, in ſeeing and hearing vex- 
ell his righteous Soul from Day to Day with their 


unlawful Deeds. And this was right; this 


| what every good Man in ſuch caſe ought to do; 


He ſhould be vex d at that wickedneſs which 


he can't prevent, and mourn for thoſe Sins 
of others which he can't but fee. But how 
can they be thought to vex and mourn for 
the Wickedneſs that is ated upon the Stage, 


who not only chooſe to ſee it when they might 
avoid it, but alſo take great Delight therein; 
who chuſe it for their Paſtime, Recreation and 


Divertiſement 2 If therefore that good Man 
did well and gave good Example, in being 
 vexed with the filthy Converſation of the 


wicked among whom he liv d, the leaſt, I 


think, that can be faid of thoſe that chooſe 
ſuch Converſation, and take Delight therein, 
is, that they do not well in ſo doing; that the 
do not give good Example thereby; which yet 
is what every Chriſtian ought to do; whats NON 
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Pm e, ni your 1 means to do 
and what | ver 
ances. | 


ly believe you « do in other In- 


But 1 fear this is not” the moſt nor the. worſt 
that may truly be ſaid of thoſe that go to Plays; 


I doubt, if the matter be well conſidered, it 
will appear, that the Frequenters of the Play- 


houſe are more than meer Spectators of the 


wickedneſs that is acted there; for if it be 


granted, tha 3 he who in acting the Part of a- 
erer upon the Stage, ſays, or does any ill 


thing, does really ſpeak or do 1 it, as much as 
if he had been in another Place, and in his 


own Cloths, and is guilty of the ſame Fault that 


he would have been guilty of, in ſaying or do- 
ing the ſame thin "g at another time (Which 1 


think is what mult be granted; for there is no 


ſuch thing as committing a Sin in Jeſt ; Or 
ſuch Feſting, however it may be intended, 


I'm ſure is not convenient, nor ſuch as becometh 


Saints) It therefore, fay, it be granted, that 
| Swearing is Swearing, and that Prophaneneſs i IS: 
Piropbaneneſs, and that Ridiculing Religion and 
Sacred things \ is Ridiculing Religion and Sacred 


things, whether the fame be done by an 


Accor upon the Stage, or by another Man elle. 
where, (and is rather of the two, worſe upon 
the Stage, becauſe done more publickly and 

before more Company than the fame thing 


could well be done at another time) I do not 


| lee how they who, wy going to Plays, do give 


Fneou- 
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. En couragement to the doing of theſe things, | 


can excuſe themſelves from being Acceſſaries 


to the wickedneſs that is Acted there. For 
moſt certainly, he that hires another to do - 
ny ill thing, is at leaſt an Acceſſary to it, and a 
Partaker in it; and I do not believe that they 


that make it their Buſineſs to Act Plays, would 
do ſo if they were not hired to it by the Spe- 


But perhaps it will be ſaid, that this Cenfure 
of Plays is too harſh and ſevere; that the true 


Deſign of them, is ro commend Virtue and to 
expoſe Vice; ſo that they may rather be reck- 


ond profitable than hurtful; there being, 
without doubt, in that great variety of Tem- 


pers that Men are of, ſome Perſons that would 
ſooner be laugh d out of their Vices, than dif» 


ſwaded from them by graver Diſcourſe. 
If this was indeed the Deſign of all Plays, 


and if this Deſign was always well proſecined; 
much more might be ſaid for going to ſee Plays 


than can be now; And, for my own Part, I 
ſhould be ſo far from being an Enemy to them, 
that I ſhould rather adviſe ſuch Perſons as your 


Ladiſhip is; fuch, I mean, as are of plentiful _ 
Fortunes, and have much time lying upon their 


Hands, to ſpend now and then an Hour or 


two in the doing What might be at the ſame 


* 


time both Diverting and eee But _—_ 


we att to give a ſhort Judgment concerning 
any thing in generaf, which, as it may be cir 
1 | 0 | | | c umſtany 
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””  Fumſtantiated, may be ſometimes innocent, and 
ſometimes bad, we muſt conſider the thing as 
it generally and for the moſt part is; and then, 
I ay, and tis what I believe they that have 
ſieen or read moſt of the Plays of our time 
muſt own, that for the generality they ſeem 
rather as if they were written with a quite 
contrary Deſign: I mean, as if they were de- 
ſign'd to expoſe and ridicule Virtue, and to 
make Vice appear glorious and praiſe-worthy. 
[ I muſt own, Madam, that I am not ſo compe- 
| tent a Judge of this as ſome others may be, nor 
| perhaps as your Ladiſhip is; for I never in 
my Life ſaw a Play, and have not read very 
many; a few of them were ſufficient to give 
me a Surfeit, and [never card for them ſince; 
but ſo far as I can make a Judgment from thoſe 
which have Read, (and I'm ſure I never choſe 
' to read the worſt) their Deſign is as wicked 
as their Compoſure. For who, and what is 
He that in our Modern Plays is commonly 
Thewn as a Pattern to be imitated, the Hero 
of the Play, or the accompliſh'd Gentleman? 
What is he, I ſay, for tlie moſt part, but ſome 
accompliſhd Debauchee, that regards neither 
' God nor Man, who's above the Diſcipline of 
Prieſtcraft, and can commit alk manner of 
Wickedneſs with a boon Grace ? Or, if he be 
not quite ſo bad as this, yet his greateſt Ac- 
compliſhments uſually are, that he's well Skill'd 
in Faſhions and Courtſhip and the Humours * 
8 a 7” Jo 
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che Town; This is the Man that is ual ? 
ſhewn tothe Spectators as one whoſe Exam- 


ple tis fit all the Young Nobility and Gentry 


| ſhould conform themſelves to; and I'm fure 


they do it roo much. And on the other fide, 

what's he that from one End of the Play to 
the other, is Repreſented as very Silly and Ridi- 
culous beyond all the reſt of Mankind 2 Is it not 
commonly one that has more Religion and 
more Conſcience than the reſt > One that has 
not yet worn off all the Impreſſions of a good 
and ſober Education? One that can't Swear 


cleverly, nor Damn roundly, nor Sifi impu- 


dently 2 Who therefore, as often as his Turn 


comes to appear upon the Stage, is jeſted up- 


on, and laugh'd at by all the reſt, as Superſti- 
tious, as Prieſt-ridden, or as a puritan and Pre- 
ciſian, or at beſt as one tliat has been courſe- 
ly and countrily Bred > J have not, I confeſs, 


fo much minded the Womens Characters; 
your. Ladiſhip, I ſuppoſe, may have done that 
better; but in thoſe Plays which l have hap. 
penꝰ'd to Read, very few Women have ever 


been brought upon. the Stage but under the 


notion of Bawds, Whores, or Jilts, or ſuch 
as were caſie to be wrought upon. Witch Re- 


ſpect commonly given by the Playmakers to 


i * 


the Fair Sex, ſhould methinks work in the 


Ladies ſome Reſentment : it ſhould methinks 
en bun abate of their Forwardneſs to go 
to ſee themſelves abus d. I'm cogfident the 


off 
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Part of a truly Virtuous and Religious Woman 


is very rarely acted upon the Stage, or if it be, 


that tis very untowardly Repreſented. Tell 


me, Madam, if you can, in what Play the Cha- 


racter of any ſuch Lady is ſet off with Commen- 
dation? In what Play is it mention d to the 
Honour of the Lady ſpoken of, that ſhe does 
ſpend a good Part of every. Day in her Cloſer, 
and of many Days in the Church ; that ſhe 
Suckles her own Children, and wheg.they are 


grown capable, Inſtructs them in the Cate- 


chiſm, and Teaches them to ſay their Prayers; 


that ſhe looks well to the Affairs of her Houſe, 


and keeps good orders in her Family ; that ſhe 
is helpful to her Afflicted Neighbours, Juſt to 


Tradeſmen and Shopkeepers, and Bountiful to 


the Poor; that ſhe is faithful and obedient to her 
own Husband 2 Sc. Nay, tell me, Madam, (for I 
ſhould be glad to hear it, and I don't remem- 
ber that in the Plays I have Read, I have ob- 
rv d it) where in any of our Modern Plays, 
Religion it ſelf is well ſpoken of, or treated 
with decent Reſpect 2 Where any Text of 
Scripture is ever cited or alluded to but in 


Hurleſque and Abuſe? © Where the Name of 
904 is ever mention d but in Prophaneneſs 2 
Where a Miniſter is ever brought upon the 


Stage but to be abus'd, and laugh'd at? In a 
word, tell me the Play, that if it was well purg d 
of all its Prophaneneſs, Irreligiona and Obice- 


nity, would not have its whole Plot almoſt 
| 3 7 2 
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ſpoil'd thereby, and be rendred very dull and | 
heavy, and unentertaining to the Spectators? 


Ido not affirm that there is not ſo much as 


one ſuch Play, but I'm confident there are but 


few ſuch commonly acted. Is it likely then 


a 1 
* 


that ſuch Plays as are acted for the moſt part, ö 


and with the greateſt Applauſe, ſhould help to 
reform the World? Is it not more likely that 
they ſhould, and is it not very plain by Expe- 


rience that they do help very much to debauch 


and corrupt it? „ p-l ne, 5 
But be that, you'll ſay to the Playmakers 


themſelves, that is none of your Fault, thats 
| 5 3 , 
not what you deſir d, or are pleasd with. 


And as bad as moſt Plays are, yet ſome are 


better than others; and therefore you hope 


that they who make a Difference (as you do) 


and knowing before hand what Play will be 


Acted, never go to any but ſuch as are more 
innocently diverting, and in which there is lit- 
tle or e that can juſtly give offence to 


the moſt chaſt and pious Ears, are not liable to 


the ſame Blame with thoſe that go to all 
Not indeed to the ſame Blame, I grant; 


but if they are liable to any Blame at all, that's 4 


reaſon enough to forbear going to any Plays. 


And I doubt they can hardly be blameleſs who © | 


do any ways encourage or help to uphold a 


Trade or Profeſſion of Men which even in their 
„„ e 


4 FL 
111 1 * 


"a: Jude ment, e a great deal of Hurt in 
N the World; I ſay, even in their own Judg- 
. ment; for why elſe do they make a Difference? 
1 Why, when they allow themſelves to go to 
ſome Plays, do they not allow themſelves to 
go to others, but only becauſe they are ſenſi- 
dle that there are ſome Plays acted that are 

not fit to be ſeen? And yet they that act the 
| one, act the other, and find their lotereſt i in 
$7 both alike. 

But whether the Trade of an Actor be a 
| awful Trade or not, Fm ſure tis not a Trade 
of good Reputation; ; and | believe there is 
hardly any Man that either is or would be ta- 
ken to be a Man of Conſcience, who would 
chuſe to bring up his Son to be a Player, altho' 
it were a more gainfu] Employment than any 

*- other that he could bring him up to. 
And however ſome People, who are it may 
be thought or eſteemed Virtuous or Religious, 
may ſatisſie themſelves in ſometimes going to 
ſee a Play for their Diverſion, I believe there 


| | are very few, even of theſe, but who would 
blame a Clergyman, af they ſhould happen to 
ſee him there. And why ſo, I pray For if 
ll the thing be har nleſs 10 unreproveable, why 
may nota Clergyman doit as well as another 


We 


Man? For what Law of God is a Clergyman 
ſubject to (except rhoſe that relate particular- 
Iy to the Diſcharge of his Miniſterial Office) 
| TIEN _—_ all other Chriſtians a are not allo oblig d 
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by? And if ſeeing a Play be an innocent Di- 
verſion, I think it muſt be granted to be a Scho- 
larlike Diverſion enough; why then ſhould you 
cenſure your Miniſter for doing that, which 
you think you your ſelf may do without Blame: 
You'll fay, perhaps, (for I know not what elſe 
you can well ſay) that he does not well to be 
ſeen there, becauſe. he is oblig'd, by virtue of 

his Character and Office, to ſhew himſelf in al! 
things a Pattern of good Works, and to be a 
good Example to the Flock: But you can't 
ay this without ſuppoſing that going to Plays 
is a matter of ſome ill Example; and if ſo, 
then I ſay tis what all Chriſtians ought to for- 
bear as well as he; for whoever he be that 
gives ill Example in any thing, deſerves blame _ * 
for ſo doing, tho it may be a greater Fault in 
olle Man than in another. For even Servant, 
the Scripture Teaches, are to Adorn the Do- 
 ftrine of God our Saviour in all things; and 
if fo, much rather are Maſters and Miſtreſſes 
bound to do the fame; and tis an Advice 
given in Scripture, not only to Clergymen, 
but to all Chriſtians, that they ſhould alf 
from all Appearance of Eil. 
I did nor mean, Madam, when ! firſt ſet fen 
to Paper, to have given your Ladiſhip the trou 
ble of fo long a Letter; but ir would be now 
but an Addition to the Trouble I have given 

you, to make Excuſes and beg Pardon * 
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